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2021 International Virtual DX Convention 


Remember to register for the convention this month! 


http://www.dxconvention.com/ 


72nd International DX Convention 
May 15-16, 2021 


18 :04: 19:02 
‘Dey: Here Mine 


—————— 
>» Contact us 


Welcome To The 
72nd International DX Convention = 


HOME 


May 15-16, 2021 


BREAKING NEWS 
ATTENDEES 
COMMITTEE 


0700 - 1700 PDT 0700 - 1700 PDT 
1400- 2400 UTC 1400- 2400 UTC 
8 Invited DX-Related Webinars 8 Invited Exhibitor Webinars 


DOOR PRIZES 


FAQ 


PRE-REGISTRATION 


PROGRAM SCHEDULE 


Se a —— 


What you can expect from IDXC 2021: 


© A safe, front-row seat at IDXC 2021 without having to leave your OTH 

© Pre-Registration is required but it is FREE 

* Pre-Registration will begin on Monday, April 19, 2021 

© We will be offering several door prizes -- which is why you need to pre-register. 

e All Zoom Webinars will be recorded and posted to the NCDXC website at a later date 

© There will be regular website updates over the next few weeks, as the program schedule is finalized, so 
check back often 


We hope to see you for our virtual meeting in May ! 


Rich Seifert, KE1B 
Co-Chairs, IDXC 2021 


Questions-Comments: info@dxconvention.com 


IDXC 2021 is proudly sponsored by the Northern California DX Club 


Copyright © 2021 imemations! OX Convention. Wedmester: Jonn, KEMM 
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2022 International DX Convention at Visalia! 
Wyndham Hotel April 8, 9, 10 


The 2022 convention will be live! To date we have 15 committee seats filled and 9 volunteer helpers! 
Many of the 2022 volunteers have worked on past conventions. We have not approached all the former 
committee members. Please do not feel offended if your name is not in the slot you filled in prior conven- 
tions. Just contact the chairman and we will put your name in! If there is a position you want and it is filled 
we can arrange wrestling match on Zoom! We do have some openings for some very important tasks! 
Note that we are also looking for part time helpers as well. If you feel so inclined please join us! We will 
make the IDXC great again! 


2022 IDXC Chairman 


2022 CONVENTION COMMITTEE 

CALL 
Po EMCEE | SCHIPMARGELLI__| 

Po VENDORS 
Ss a ae 

| SATURDAYTOUR Of} 

| CWEBMASTER 

| CVENDORROOMS | 
PoC SIGNAGE] 


Helpers 

Vendor Room K6YUI, NGWS 
Banquet Room N6éWS 

Prize Room 

Ticket Sales K6RI, NGOU, W6QE 
Wherever Needed K6ND 
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The May General Meeting 
May 13, 2021 7PM PST 


Our May meeting will again be by ZOOM. See the links below. We have a great presentation, Carl Luet- 
zelschwab, K9LA, will join us. The title of the presentation is "Cycle 25 Is Alive!" It will be a quick review of 
all 24 previous solar cycles and what propagation to expect right now followed by a talk about the many 
Cycle 25 predictions, the status of Cycle 25 and when we can expect the higher bands (15m, 12m, and 
10m) to come back on a consistent basis. Don’t miss it!!! 


The meeting begins at 7 PM. There is a half hour before the meeting to meet and greet (6:30 PM) and a 
half hour before that to check out your gear (6 PM). 


Join Zoom Meeting May 13, 2021 


https ://zoom.us/j/92612577588 ?pwd=MFhHDTDVZNW5UQ2pnK1RoQ3pwcHk4dz09 
Meeting ID: 926 1257 7588 


Passcode: 678101 
One tap mobile 
+16699009128,,92612577588#,,,,*678101# US (San Jose) 
+12532158782,,92612577588#,,,,*678101# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location 

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 926 1257 7588 
Passcode: 678101 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/advnyPhHjm 


There will be an email sent to members regarding the next board meeting. All members are invited to at- 
tend and observe. 
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May 2021 


From the Desk of the President 
Larry Mallek, K6YUI 


Well, here we are getting ready for May! April sure went by fast for me. Got some 
things done but still much more to do. The meeting in April was great and John has 
another great presenter for us at the May meeting. 


The bands have really been hopping on all modes. The good news is that after the 
last months newsletter went out showing the positions needed for the 2022 IDXC 
we had many people sign up. The one that | like is from Will—K6ND, SXDXC presi- 
dent 1998. Though he has lived in Pennsylvania for the past several years Will has 
remained a member. He emailed us and volunteered to fill in wherever needed. 
WOW! 


We still have some positions to fill and we hope that some more members will step 
forward, even if it is a helper position. Many hands makes the work light. 


For those that have not heard, we have a new trustee for KEDXC. Many thanks to 
Doris Hughes, K6KSY, long time member and wife of Mel K6SY. There help on 
club matters over the years has kept us going! 


Remember the SCDXC general meeting on the second Thursday of the month. 
Equipment check out at 6:00 PM, members get together starting at 6:30 PM and 
the meeting begins at 7:00 PM. 


Keep April 8 - 10, 2022 open for the IDXC in Visalia at the Wyndham Hotel! See 
you there! Don’t forget the 2021 Virtual International DX Convention. 


73, 
Larry Mallek, K6YUI 
President, Southern California DX Club 


May Calendar 
May 1 ARI International DX Contest 
May 8 CQ-M International DX Contest 
May 13 Zoom Club Meeting 7 PM 
May 15 His Majesty King of Spain Contest, CW 
May 29 CQWW WPxX Contest, CW 


For more contest Info see: http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html 
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VP May 2021 Blurb 
John Schroeder, N6QQ 


Hello SCDXC Members 
The month of May is here already. This year sure is moving along. 


Have you signed up for the 72nd International DX Convention? There wil be 2 days of Virtual Convention 
May 15-16. Pre- Registration is on. So far, 722 USA hams and 90 Non-US. Over $5,000 in Prizes - No 
Raffle tickets needed. 


https://www.dxconvention.com/index.html 


6 meters is showing some life. 3D2AG - worked lot of local hams both on FT8 and CW! 


We are still looking for a meeting site. If you know of a location along the 405, let us know. 

We are looking for sites on the East side of Los Angeles, like Downey, or Paramount. We have one that 
will let us have the facility on Saturdays. We prefer the second Thursday and we will be seriously looking 
for a venue 


Keep the bands alive. 


73 and Good DXing! 
John Schroeder 
N6QQ 


https://www.qrz.com/db/n6qq 
ARRL and CQ QSL card checker 


PERIODIC TABLE OF MAJOR AMATEUR RADIO CONTESTS 


Start Day (UTC) 3— End Day (UTC) . 
Start Time (UTC). End Time (UTC) Multimode igita 
annem omnecr a ie 


Mar Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
~ é 8 4 }: 8 


HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS 


comp oa4dx-2021 
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Rumors on the Band 


This month’s DX pickings is slim! There is always the CQWW WPX CW contest at the end of the month! 
You can always grab a couple of new ones in that event! Keep a close eye on 6 meters. We have had a 
few Pacific openings the past few months. These are highly unusual!!!! 


Svalbard 


ON4RU 160-10M CW 
JAORQV 80-6M CW SSB FT-8 


ClubLog Top 50 Most Wanted Entities 


. P5 DPRK (NORTH KOREA) 

. 3Y/B BOUVET ISLAND 

FT5/W CROZET ISLAND 

BS7H SCARBOROUGH REEF 

CEOX SAN FELIX ISLANDS 

BV9P PRATAS ISLAND 

. KH7K KURE ISLAND 

. KH3 JOHNSTON ISLAND 

. 3Y/P PETER 1 ISLAND 

10. FT5/X KERGUELEN ISLAND 

11. FT/G GLORIOSO ISLAND 

12. VKOM MACQUARIE ISLAND 

13. YVO AVES ISLAND 

14. KH4 MIDWAY ISLAND 

15. ZS8 PRINCE EDWARD & MARION ISLANDS 
16. PYOS SAINT PETER AND PAUL ROCKS 
17. PYOT TRINDADE & MARTIM VAZ ISLANDS 
18. KPS5 DESECHEO ISLAND 

19. SV/A MOUNT ATHOS 

20. VP8S SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS 

21. KH5 PALMYRA & JARVIS ISLANDS 

22. JD/M MINAMI TORISHIMA 

23. EZ TURKMENISTAN 

24. ZL9 NEW ZEALAND SUBANTARCTIC ISLANDS 
25. YK SYRIA 

26. FK/C CHESTERFIELD IS. 

27. VKOH HEARD ISLAND 

28. ZL8 KERMADEC ISLAND 

29. FT/T TROMELIN ISLAND 

30. KH1 BAKER HOWLAND ISLANDS 

31. KH8/S SWAINS ISLAND 

32. XF4 REVILLAGIGEDO 

33. VP8G SOUTH GEORGIA ISLAND 

34. KH9 WAKE ISLAND 

35. T33 BANABA ISLAND 

36. VK9M MELLISH REEF 

37. 4U1UN UNITED NATIONS HQ 
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SCDXC Lifetime Standings 


Total Current Slots Rank 
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| 2 | Kew | 3e7 | 340 | | 64 | aasew 
Ls | save tse | 40 fowl 65 | Neax | 32 
| 4 | Keyra | 378 | 340 | 2272| 66 | ACéDx | 


Rank 


N6WS, N6RV, 
N6HE, and K6RI for their updates! 
N6RV@SCDXC.or. 


Mixed 
Phone 
CW 
RTTY 


zaowr 


160 - 6 (less 60 meters). The second column is the regular 5BWAZ 
columns and indicate the awards: 


The first WAZ column is the confirmed zone count on 10 bands 
confirmed count. The following are the codes that follow the two 


Thanks to WA5VGI, 
the last 10! Get on the air! 
Send any updates to: 

SCDXC WAZ and DXCC Standings 
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Chart Legend 2021 Get Schroeder Leaders 
WitiWkeci| Entity Worked This YearbyaMember || 2024 Total EntitiesWorked | 245 


Black / White Very Active Entity Not Yet Worked 
Entity with Announced DXpedition 


Black / Yellow | Rarely Active Entity Not Yet Worked 
Black / Red _ ee Entit 


|S t~Ct*~*éeieted Entity Ss Cid 


SCDXC Get Schroeder Standings 2021 


Rank Call 160 80 60 40 30 20 17 15 12 10 6 Total Slots YRS 
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5 | 
2020 ClubLog Leaders Entities Worked | 6 | werk | 7 | 54| 29| 101] 
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2020 SCDXC Leader (NOFW | 256 |} 8 | Neca | 0 | 0 | 2 | 62] 81] 120] 77 | 63] 30] 35] 8 | 


Well things have really taken 
off! The numbers jumped by 4 
for the club and ClubLog lead- 
ers picked up 4. We are still a 
long way from 2020 standings! 


[9 | xescio| 6 [6a] 5 | 28] 31] 50] 43] 24] 16] 20] 1] 126 | 292 | 38 | 
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Peter, NOFW still leads the 
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Sse Pea EAE ER IE En 


pack. Locally, the king of the 
hill on the hill, Larry, K6RO, 
tops the deck with Bill, N6bWS 
following deceptively close. 
Sandbagging are we? 
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Big Guns 


Fellowship of the Schroed 


All are Welcome! 
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2021 Get Schroeder Contest 


We are entering Es season! Usually we 160M SCDXC 6M SCDXC 2021 SCDXC Slot 
have openings in the beginning of May. On Standings Standings Leaders 
April 21 we had an opening to Fiji (3D2) Call px |Rank Call Dx | Rank Call Slots 


that was a new six meter entity for many 
club members. Antoine was +14 on FT8. 
He then scooted down to 50.295 MHz and 
worked everyone again on CW. He was 12 
dB out of the noise (400 Hz BW) hitting 


about S7. There was also a Hawaii open- | 5 | NeRV_| 554 | 

ing a few days ago. These are very un- | 6 | News | 511 | 

usual. 7 478 
| 7 | _wesr | 

Note that John, N6QQ, with his new 7 ele- 

ment 6 meter beam is really racking up the 

new ones on 6 meters! There is magic on | 40 | N6GP | 

that band! 


You have to be there to work them! Rumble 
on Mumble or Plumble! 


Here are the entities currently worked on 6 
meters by SCDXC members this year. 
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DXLab Commander Sliders & Buttons 
Bill Shell, N6WS 


Are you tired of searching through you radio’s menus to make an adjustment to the output power, noise limiter, dynamic noise 
filter, or selecting the correct an antenna? Having to select a function in a menu to adjust, and then turning a ‘Multi-Function’ 
knob, just seems ridiculous. The cost of knobs must have gone through the roof, as evidenced by the Flex radios. To the 
‘average operators’ that set their radios up for one mode, and then forgets there are adjustments for the various radio func- 
tions, the menus are probably just perfect. For the DXer that chases DX on more than one mode, | believe menus tend to be 
too cumbersome. 


As more and more knobs disappear from our radios, those functions are moved to menus. One of the most disappointing 
things about my new FTDX101MP is not being able to adjust the monitor level while transmitting. If | double-click on a DX spot, 
and jump into a pileup, | don’t really want to stop the chase, select the menu option to set MON LVL, turn the multi-function 
knob to lower the level, and then return to the pileup. | will have missed several attempts to call the DX station while playing 
with the menu to set the correct monitor level. From these complaints, you would think | miss having the convenience of all the 
knobs on my FTDX5000. Well, | did until | setup the sliders and buttons in DXLab Commander to allow me to have the sepa- 
rate controls without delving into the menu system of the FTDX101MP. 


The first knob | missed was the power adjustment PWR LVL knob. | had a control in my DXLab Commander function button 
(f5) with the FTDX5000. | had made macro button for my FTDX5000 to rapidly switch between 200W (barefoot) to 35W (1.5kW 
through my amp). It just required some minor command changes to use it on my FTDX101MP. Instead of having to adjust the 
power control knob | wanted a few preset power levels for various operating conditions. So, | set the Commander function key 
(f5) button to toggle through 200W (Full Power), 100W (Normal Barefoot for me), 50W (Low Power FT8), 35W (1500W through 
my PA), and 23W (1000W through my PA). A copy of that command macro is in the files area of GUNsHub Space General 
Ham Information Files area. 


The next thing | tackled was a feature the FTDX5000 had, that is now a menu item on the FTDX101MP. When chasing DX on 
CW or SSB, it was convenient to press and hold the split button and have the transceiver automatically change to split mode 
with the B-VFO offset by 1 or 5 KHz depending on the mode. Well, the FTDX101MP has a split button, but when it is depressed 
and held, a menu pops up on the screen. You then have to select the number 1 or 5 in the on-screen keypad and then kHz for 
the offset to take affect. | added buttons for CW+1 and SSB+5 on the Commander screen to take care of the mode and offset 
with a single function key. | was also able to add a few functions | typically use when chasing DX in split mode. | set A-Receiver 
to narrow CW ~300Hz to listen to the DX station, and the B-Receiver to ~3kHz to search the pileup for the responding station. 
The similar SSB button offsets the B-Receiver by 5kHz, sets A-Receiver bandwidth to 1.8kHz, and R-Receiver to 2.4kHz. 
These files are in the Files area labeled 00-CW+1.txt and 00-SSB+5.txt. 


The files | described in the above paragraphs can be found at: 
https ://gunshub.ddns.net/ 
Under - General Ham Information/DXLab Files/Sliders & Buttons 
There are detailed instructions on the DXLab Website for generating your own sliders and buttons. The Webpage is: 


https://www.dxlabsuite.com/commander/Help/CommandSequences.htm 


For those not wanting to write your own macros for buttons, or setting parameters for the sliders, there is an extensive library 
on the DXLab Groups.io Website for various models of Alinco, Elecraft, Flex, lcom, Kenwood, Tentec, Xiegu, and Yaesu radios. 
The libraries of slider and button files are located at: 


https://groups.io/g/DXLab/files/Command%20Sequences%20and%20Sliders 


If you don't find a function you want in the library and don’t want to learn a new macro language, you can always ask for help 
on DXChat or GUNsHub. 
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TID BITS 
For Sale (N6CA) 


SteppIR DB18E 
4 years old, initially painted with Rust-Oleum Winter gray paint. 
Latest firmware update in SDA100 Controller, with serial interface and PTT Line Interrupt 


This antenna has: 

3 Elements on 30m thru 10m 

2 elements on 40m 

140 foot control cable 

(3) element truss kits w/ new SS clamps 

boom truss w/ new SS clamps 

Instruction manual (also available on-line if needed) 

New sweep tube gasket materials and tape, ready for assembly 
The new cost today for this antenna is $5,423, plus shipping. 
Asking $2,300 


Antenna has been removed from the tower, refurbished and completely checked out even with full exten- 
sion of elements and cleaned. Antenna is ready for assembly. 
Sorry, no shipping. Pick up only in Lomita CA 90717 


73 Chip N6CA (310) 989-7004 


Novex Help Wanted (W6HB 


Help wanted: person mechanically capable with tools such as power band/ hack saws, drills, hand- 
operated punches, low-level machine and shop work using sanders, benders is helpful. Assembly includ- 
ing common hardware building equipment mounting racks such as portable radio Go Boxes, light metal- 
work; we will train. If you are able to read a ruler and/ or dial-calipers, change your own oil and know 
where the battery is in your car for jump-starting you are probably qualified. Ham radio skills a plus. Take 
a look at www.Novexcomm.com and look in the Gallery to see what we do. Shop is at 22826 Mariposa 
Ave. Torrance. Hours flexible in case you are in school or have another job; we are a 10-5 M-F operation; 
full or part time is an option. Call: Bob Burchett WB6SLC 310.686.9973 


SCDXC Newsletter May 2021 


Latest Solar Cycle Guess From Old NOAH 


SOLAR CYCLE UPDATE: You probably think Solar Cycle 25 is a dud. Think again. Despite long 
stretches of spotless quiet, the new solar cycle is actually running ahead of schedule. In this plot, the red 
curve shows NOAA's predicted sunspot counts for Solar Cycle 25; the orange curve shows the new best 
fit: 

ISES Solar Cycle Sunspot Number Progression 


{ Solar Cycle 24 Solar Cycle 25 


100 i a al prediction 
af A Sat ATP 


2012 2014 2016 2018 2022 2028 2030 


Universal Time 


Above: Observed and predicted sunspot numbers: more 


"The sun is performing as we expected--maybe even a little better," says Lisa Upton of Space Systems 
Research Corporation. She's a co-chair of the NOAA/NASA Solar Cycle 25 Prediction Panel. "In 2019, the 
panel predicted that Solar Cycle 25 would peak in July 2025 (+ 8 months) with a maximum sunspot count 
of 115 + 10. The current behavior of the sun is consistent with an early onset near the beginning of our 
predicted range." 

If current trends hold, Solar Cycle 25 could peak as early as 2024, similar in strength to the relatively 
weak cycle (SC24) that preceded it. Don't be fooled by the adjective, however. It's like hurricane season. 
Even a "weak" season produces hurricanes--and all it takes is one good storm to do a lot of damage. 


2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024 2026 2028 2030 


Above: 10.7cm radio flux, another indicator of solar activity, is also exceeding predictions: more. 


“I'm not surprised that people are grumbling about SC25 being a dud," says Upton. "Weak cycles are typi- 
cally preceded by long stretches of spotless days, and they are slow to ramp up. All of this is consistent 
with our prediction." 


Now the waiting begins. As sunspot counts increase over the next year, forecasters will be able to tell if 
Solar Cycle 25 is *really* following the official prediction or doing something completely different. Predict- 
ing the solar cycle is still an infant science, and much uncertainty remains. Stay tuned. 
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Resource Page 


Useful Sites ARRL VE Exam Sessions 
NOHR DXpedition Map To find an ARRL exam sessions in your area go to the website: 
www.n0hr.com/wk34/ 


http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session 


The DX Zone 
www.dxzone.com/catalog/DX_Resources/ F 
Club and Conduct Sites 


The Daily DX 
www.dailydx.com/ 


Officer Guidelines 
Announced DX Ops 


www.ng3k.com/misc/adxo.html http://www.scdxc.org/download/Officer Guidelines.pdf 
DXing.info 

Iwww.dxing.info/dxpeditions/ DX Code of Conduct 
DX 425 News http://www.dx-code.org/ 


www.425dxn.org/dxped/ 
DX Italia DX News 
www.marioi2map.it —SFi 
DH9SB Weekly DX Calendar 
http://www.dx-info.de 
Southern California Contest Club | —Poly. (SFI) 
http://www.socalcontestclub.org/ 
Sixth District QSL Bureau 
www.QSLBureau.org 


Solar Flux Index 


——727 per. Mov. Avg. (SFI) 


Propagation 


There were several disturbed days this month and 
zero sunspot days however the number of sunspots 
is increasing. Maybe there is a trend? You can see 
where the sunspot minima occurred! 


Strongest Cycle Ever? 
Biggest Cycle? 


Understanding Indices - K9LA 


Sunspot Number 


—SSN 


—27 per. Mov. Avg. (SSN) 


— Poly. (SSN) 


PATIENCE, 

{ JEEVES... 

)\ «PATIENCE. 
” 
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Island Amplifier 
John Stanford, KF6I 

1260 Vina Del Mar Ave. 
Placentia, CA 92870 
email: wo8svn@gmail.com 
web: islandamplifier.com 
(714) 412-7399 


The DX Store 


No BS. Just good old fashioned customer service. 


Heil PRO7 Simply The Best 


~ bg to 


Available in Four Colors 


Legacy ALPHA Repairs, Panels & Parts 


ro 


n President - CEO 


1260 Vina Del Mar Ave (714) 412-7399 
Placentia, CA 92870 wb8svn@gmail.com 


Pink Tork Technologies 


Electromagnetic Compatibility Consulting 


John Stanford 


vww.islandamplifier.com 


sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


Precision Collins Services 
Collins S/Line Product Support 


PANELS, COVERS & PARTS FOR 
YOUR ALPHA ETO AMPLIFIERS 


Make your Alpha look BRAND NEW! 


Expert Amplifier Repair Service 
HF-VHF-UHF-Microwave 
Tube and Solid-State 


Model RF2K-S, Fully-built, 

FCC-Certified Legal-Limit HF 

Linear Amplifier 

160 through 6-meter bands ¢ AM, SSB, CW, 

Digital modes ¢ Interfaces with ALL 

“| transceivers * FREE on-line software 
updates ¢ Built-in tuner © Pin-diode T/R 
switching ¢ Fully remote capable « 
TFT Touch Screen display 


949.235.9202 


POWER AMPLIFIER 


+ LAGUNA HILLS «CA 92653 
COM * INFO@PIONEERANTENNA.COM * W6SKS 


Veteran-Owned 


Steve Berman, N6HK 
(661) 557.0014 
n6hk@hotmail.com 


& a 


Low Noise Preamplifiers 
Standard Models for 2-meter through 23- ELEKTRONIK 


centimeter bands * SSB, CW, FM, Digital — 
modes * EME ¢ Meteor Scatter * Built-in 

preamp sequencer 

All above Bavaria, Germany products include: 

Latest LDMOS Solid-State Technology * High Efficiency * Instant- 


High Power VHF/UHF Amplifiers & B E KQ 


Island Amplifier 
USA 


(724) 422-7399 
John Stanford, KF61 
www.islandamplifier.com 
wb8svn@gmail.com 


MICHAEL D CLEARY, AI6WE 
WILDOMAR, CA 92595 
(951) 764-7534 


ON ¢ Lightweight * Whisper quiet operation Integrated power 
supplies © Input spike, temperature and VSWR protection * 
Free Shipping 


ANTENNA AND TOWER WORK 


US Authorized Distributor and Repair Facility for 
RF-Kit Power Amplifier & BEKO Elektronik 


Electrical Distribution Systems 
Design & Installation 


i 
NAMCITy.com 
) The Wireless Communication Warehouse 


*Local: (310) 390-8003 *FAX: (310) 390-4393 
Email Support: sales@hamcity.com 


Urban E. Stiess - W6MPB 
CBT, CBNT, CTO 
CSLB# 842820 FCC# PG00010828 


W6MPB@ATT.NET 323-295-5411 


Sales: 


Live Support via Instant Msg *AIM: hamcityim 


*Yahoo hamcityim *MSN: 


